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Shropshire County Looked After Children 

Data Report 

 

 
Children in care are children who have become the responsibility of the local authority.  This 

can happen voluntarily by parents struggling to cope or through an intervention by children’s 

services, police or the courts because a child has suffered or is at risk of significant harm. 

 

Looked after children (LAC) live in a variety of arrangements: foster care (local authority or 

private agency registered carers), residential homes, pre-adoptive placements with 

family/connected persons and residential schools. 

 

The data for this report was extracted from the following data sources all of which record 

the details of children aged 0-19 currently looked after in Shropshire County: Health Solution 

Wales (HSW) which is the data management programme used by the Shropshire Community 

Trust’s Child Health Information; CareFirst which is the data management system used by 

Shropshire Social Care and ONE which is the management programme used by Shropshire 

Council. 

 

The data contained in this report has been broken down into children resident in Shropshire 

County, out of county placements and additional information relating to CAMHS (Child & 

Adolescent Mental Health Services) and SEN provision (Special Educational Needs).  

 

Within each heading the data has been sub-divided into demographic data such as age, 

gender, and geographical area by place plan, deprivation, OC placing CCG, assessment type 

and type of placement  
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SHROPSHIRE COUNTY (307 placements) 

Overall  a significantly higher percentage of LAC are out of county placed in Shropshire 

(46.8%) whilst 22.9% are Shropshire placed in Shropshire. 

 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY LAC BY PLACEMENT TYPE:  

 
Figure 1: Shropshire only Placement types 

 
Source: Shropshire Community Trust Child Health Information System 

 

This sub-division includes only the combined total data of the following placement types: 

Shropshire placed in Shropshire; Shropshire placed in T&W and Shropshire placed out of 

county.  Figure 1 shows that a significantly higher percentage of Shropshire LAC children 

were from Shropshire based in Shropshire (73.5%) when compared to the other two 

placement types 

 

AGE & GENDER:  

There was a higher percentage of LAC from the 10-14 age band (27.4%) but this was not 

significant; there was also a higher percentage of LAC males (56.5%) compared to females 

(43.5%) but again this was not significant. 

 

Figure 2 shows that there was no significant difference between the genders within each 

age band or between the age bands. 
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Figure 2: Shropshire County placements by age and gender 

 
Source:  Shropshire Community Trust Child Health Information System 

 

 

DEPRIVATION: 

Research studies reported in the national guidance report findings about children and adults 

who have spent time in care suggested the following: 

 

¶ 60% of LAC have some level of emotional or mental health problem (comparison in 

child population 10%) 

¶ Adults who have been LAC are four to five times more likely to attempt suicide in 

adulthood 

¶ LAC are four times more likely to smoke, drink, and take drugs than those living with 

family 

¶ The reasons/cause of poor health outcomes are rooted in the experiences of children 

before they come to care. 

 

Many LAC experience the multiple impacts of deprivation in early childhood 

 

The above statement is supported by Figure 3 which shows a significantly higher percentage 

of Shropshire placed LAC children came from the most deprived areas (45.3%) when 

compared to all the other deprivation quintiles which were similar to each other. 
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Figure 3: Shropshire County looked after children by deprivation 

 
Source:  Source: Carefirst July 2015 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL PLACE PLAN: 

  

Table 1 shows that a significantly higher percentage of LAC came from North East 

Shrewsbury (25.7%) when compared to all other place plan areas. 

 
Table 1: Shropshire County looked after children by place plan 

 
Source:  Source: Carefirst July 2015 

Place Plan Number Percent LLC ULC LL UL

North East Shrewsbury 79 25.7% 20.9% 31.0% 4.8% 5.3%

Market Drayton 33 10.7% 7.5% 14.8% 3.2% 4.0%

Oswestry Town 23 7.5% 4.8% 11.0% 2.7% 3.5%

South Shrewsbury 21 6.8% 4.3% 10.3% 2.6% 3.4%

Whitchurch 17 5.5% 3.3% 8.7% 2.3% 3.2%

Church Stretton 15 4.9% 2.8% 7.9% 2.1% 3.0%

south & East Oswestry 13 4.2% 2.3% 7.1% 2.0% 2.9%

West and Central Shrewsbury 13 4.2% 2.3% 7.1% 2.0% 2.9%

North Oswestry 12 3.9% 2.0% 6.7% 1.9% 2.8%

Wem 11 3.6% 1.8% 6.3% 1.8% 2.7%

Bridgnorth 10 3.3% 1.6% 5.9% 1.7% 2.7%

Ludlow 8 2.6% 1.1% 5.1% 1.5% 2.5%

Broseley 7 2.3% 0.9% 4.6% 1.4% 2.4%

Ellesmere 6 2.0% 0.7% 4.2% 1.2% 2.3%

Shrewsbury Rural 5 1.6% 0.5% 3.8% 1.1% 2.1%

Albrighton <5 1.3% 0.4% 3.3% 0.9% 2.0%

Craven Arms <5 1.3% 0.4% 3.3% 0.9% 2.0%

Cleobury Mortimer <5 1.0% 0.2% 2.8% 0.8% 1.9%

Highley <5 1.0% 0.2% 2.8% 0.8% 1.9%

Bishop's Castle <5 0.7% 0.1% 2.3% 0.6% 1.7%

Shifnal <5 0.7% 0.1% 2.3% 0.6% 1.7%

Much Wenlock <5 0.3% 0.0% 1.8% 0.3% 1.5%

#N/A 15 4.9% 2.8% 7.9% 2.1% 3.0%

Grand Total 307
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North East Shrewsbury place plan area includes the top four most deprived electoral wards 

in Shropshire. 

 

LEGAL STATUS BY AGE: 

The legal status of a LAC child is defined by four categories: a single period of 

accommodation (S20); full care order; interim care order and a placement order. 

 

Figure 4 shows the legal status of LAC children by 5-year age bands.  Overall, a significantly 

higher percentage of children were recorded with a full care order (49.2%) compared to the 

other categories but with an S20 (single period of accommodation) next at 35.8%. 

 

¶ A significantly higher percentage of children with a full care order were for children 

from the 05-09 and 10-14 age bands  

¶ A significantly higher percentage of children with an S20 order were for children from 

the 15-19 age band 

¶ A higher percentage of children with a placement order  or interim care order were 

for children from the 00-04 age band 

 
Figure 4: Shropshire County looked after children by legal status 

 
Source:  Source: Carefirst July 2015 

 

OUT OF COUNTY PLACEMENTS 

 

Approximately 500 looked after children live in the geographical area of Shropshire; placed 

here from other areas and where local authorities (from all around the UK) remain the 

responsible authority.   

 

Of all the placement types, 46.8% were for OC placements placed in Shropshire, of which 

11.9% were from Telford & Wrekin whilst 88.1% were from other out of county placements.  
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Figure 5: Out of county placement types 

 
Source:  Shropshire Community Trust Child Health Information System 

 

AGE & GENDER:  

Overall a significantly higher percentage of OC placements of children were in the 15-19 age 

band when compared to the other age quintiles; however, figure 6 shows that there was a 

significant difference between females in the 15-19 age band compared to females in the 

other age bands.  Males in the 15-19 age bands were similar to the 10-14 age bands but 

significantly higher than those aged between 00-04 and 05-09.  

 
Figure 6: Out of county placements by age and gender 

 
Source:  Shropshire Community Trust Child Health Information System 



7 
 

When comparing age and gender between Shropshire placements and out of county 

placements, there is no significant difference between either age bands or gender in the 

Shropshire placements (figure 2); however figure 6 shows an increased percentage within 

each age band although no significance between gender within each age band. 

 

DEPRIVATION: 

As out of county children are placed within Shropshire, there is no data available on their 

‘home’ deprivation status. 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL PLACE PLAN: 

 

 

Table 2:  Out of county placements by place plan 

 
Source:  Shropshire Community Trust Child Health Information System 

 

 

OUT OF COUNTY LAC BY PLACEMENT TYPE: Of the overall 46.8% out of county LAC who 

were placed in Shropshire, 15.1% were placed in rural Shrewsbury, 9.3% in Wem,  7.8% in 

Bishop’s Castle,  7.2% in Market Drayton and  7.0% in Whitchurch; the remainder were 

placed in the other 18 place plan areas. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

 

Referral Sources: 

Overall the highest percentage of all referrals came from the Police (19.2%) and 

school/college (14.3%).  Table 4 shows that the highest percentage of Police referrals was 

for neglect (5.5%) and family dysfunction (4.9%).  The overall percentage of referrals from 

schools/colleges (14.3%) was statistically similar to the Police but they referred a higher 

percentage of children for neglect (3.6%) and abuse or neglect (3.9%).  The highest 

Place Plan Number Place Plan LLC ULC LL UL

Shrewsbury Rural 52 15.1% 11.5% 19.3% 3.6% 4.2%

Wem 32 9.3% 6.4% 12.8% 2.8% 3.6%

Bishop's Castle 27 7.8% 5.2% 11.2% 2.6% 3.4%

Whitchurch 25 7.2% 4.7% 10.5% 2.5% 3.3%

Market Drayton 24 7.0% 4.5% 10.2% 2.4% 3.2%

North East Shrewsbury 17 4.9% 2.9% 7.8% 2.0% 2.8%

Bridgnorth 16 4.6% 2.7% 7.4% 2.0% 2.8%

South Shrewsbury 12 3.5% 1.8% 6.0% 1.7% 2.5%

Pontesbury and Minsterley 11 3.2% 1.6% 5.6% 1.6% 2.4%

Ludlow 9 2.6% 1.2% 4.9% 1.4% 2.3%

North Oswestry 9 2.6% 1.2% 4.9% 1.4% 2.3%

Oswestry Town 9 2.6% 1.2% 4.9% 1.4% 2.3%

South & East Oswestry 8 2.3% 1.0% 4.5% 1.3% 2.2%

Albrighton 7 2.0% 0.8% 4.1% 1.2% 2.1%

Church Stretton 6 1.7% 0.6% 3.7% 1.1% 2.0%

Cleobury Mortimer 6 1.7% 0.6% 3.7% 1.1% 2.0%

Craven Arms 6 1.7% 0.6% 3.7% 1.1% 2.0%

Ellesmere 6 1.7% 0.6% 3.7% 1.1% 2.0%

Shifnal 5 1.4% 0.5% 3.3% 1.0% 1.9%

West and Central Shrewsbury 5 1.4% 0.5% 3.3% 1.0% 1.9%

Highley <5 1.2% 0.3% 2.9% 0.8% 1.8%

Broseley <5 0.3% 0.0% 1.6% 0.3% 1.3%

Much Wenlock <5 0.3% 0.0% 1.6% 0.3% 1.3%

#N/A 47 13.6% 10.2% 17.7% 3.4% 4.1%
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percentage of all referrals was by Internal Social Care – Social Worker/Care for family 

dysfunction (6.2%). Percentages are based upon Shropshire County LAC referrals only 

(307). 
Table 4: All Shropshire County looked after children by top 5 referrers and presenting issues 

 
Source:  Source: Carefirst July 2015 

 

Overall, family dysfunction, negligence and abuse or neglect were similar to each other but 

were significantly higher than all the other presenting issues. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEED (SEN) 

94.5% of Shropshire County LAC children had no recorded SEN. The 5.5% who did have 

and SEN were all aged between 10-19 years of age with the highest percentage from the 

most deprived areas, but this was not significant when compared to the other deprivation 

quintiles. 

 

CAMHS:  Shropshire LAC  

 

Shropshire Child & Adolescent Mental Health Services are a multidisciplinary community 
based service designed to meet the mental health needs of children 0 to 18 years of age, 
(including those with learning disability), across Telford and Shropshire and consists of 
Shropshire County CAMHS, Telford and Wrekin CAMHS and CAMHS Learning Disabilities. 
 
The teams are comprised of mental health practitioners, social workers, psychologists, 

nurses, family therapists, psychiatrists, occupational therapists, speech and language 

therapists and others. 

 

Within the CAMHS team, Shropshire LAC children represented 2.9% of their 2014/15 

caseload (figure 7). 
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Police 15 4.9% 17 5.5% 11 3.6% 6 2.0% 0 0.0% <5 1.0% 7 2.3% 0 0.0% 59 19.2%

School / College 8 2.6% 11 3.6% 12 3.9% 9 2.9% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% <5 0.7% <5 0.7% 44 14.3%

Internal Social Care - Social Wker / Care Manager19 6.2% 3 1.0% 5 1.6% 0 0.0% <5 1.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 30 9.8%

Internal Social Care 10 3.3% 3 1.0% <5 1.0% 1 0.3% <5 1.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 6 2.0% 26 8.5%

Other Local Authority <5 1.0% 11 3.6% 6 2.0% 1 0.3% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 21 6.8%

All Other Referrers 41 13.4% 23 7.5% 29 9.4% 13 4.2% 11 3.6% <5 0.3% 0 0.0% 9 2.9% 127 41.4%
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Figure 7: Percentage of Shropshire LAC within Shropshire CAMHS in 2014/15 

 
Source: CAMHS Graphnet, 2014-15 

 
Figure 8: CAMHS Shropshire LAC by age band 

 
Source: CAMHS Graphnet, 2014-15 
 

CAMHS: Shropshire LAC by age and gender 

Figure 8 shows the highest percentage of LAC in CAMHS were aged between 10-14 years 

and 15-16 years; with a higher percentage of females in the 10-14 years and a higher 

percentage of boys in the 15-16 age band, although neither of these were significant.  

Overall the total number of CAMHS LAC comprised 47.6% females and 52.4% males. 
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There were significantly higher percentage of male referrals with regard to fostering & 

adoption compared to deliberate self-harm by males but there was no significant difference 

between the other referral reasons or between genders. 

 

Figure 9:  Percentage of CAMHS LAC by gender and reason for referral 

 
Source: CAMHS Graphnet, 2014-15 
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